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This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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L Basis of the report 



! 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



m , filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

„ , filed with the demand 



.filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority m the language in which 
f the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language . _ wmcn is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international prelirriinary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

|~| filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| [ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



I — I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
• I — I beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)) ** 

► Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are ^ e ff rr ^ to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

I **Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 






Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-6 YES 




Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


YES 


Claims 


1-6 NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-6 YES 


Claims 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations 



Document 1: JP 3179446 B2 (Nippon Steel Corp.), 13 April 
2001 

Document 2: JP 2000-64061 A (Nippon Steel Corp.), 29 
February 2 000 

Document 3: JP 7-316763 A (Kawasaki Steel Corp.), 05 
December 19 95 



Claims 1-6 

In the written response dated 07 October 2 003 (the 
notification date) , the applicant asserts that "document 2 
does not disclose or suggest an average roughness on the 
center line or filtered wave curve (Wca) for the steel 
plate in order to achieve corrosion resistance after 
coating and distinctness of reflected image (DoRI) of the 
coating," and that "document 3 does not disclose or 
suggest the feature of adding Mg in order to improve the 
DoRI of hot -plated steel plates that do not exhibit 
spangling. " 

However, regardless of whether or not there is 
spangling, the average roughness (Ra) on the center line 
and the filtered wave curve (Wca) of the steel plate 
disclosed in document 3 fall within parameters that affect 
the DoRI of the coating (refer to paragraph [0012] ) . 

Thus, it would be easy for a person skilled in the 
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art to set these conditions for the average roughness (Ra) 
on the center line or the filtered wave curve (Wca) of the 
coated steel plates disclosed in documents 1 and 2, which 
are clearly related to the issue of increasing the DoRI of 
a coating. 

Therefore, the abovementioned assertions cannot be 
accepted. 
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